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Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council - Schedule of Responses to Licensing Policy  APPENDIX A 
 
Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
1A Cllr Robin 

Stonebridge 
3.2 Does reference need to be made to 
licences granted under the London 
Government Act 1963 and London Local 
Authorities Act 1990 

No Paragraph 3.2 
amended  

1B “ 13.4 Should policy specifically mention steps 
to prevent nuisance from forms of 
entertainment in licensed premises.  

Yes Paragraph 13.4 
amended 

1C “  23.2 Area Assemblies and Parish Councils 
to be notified of applications in there areas  

This is considered best practice and 
has been added to the policy 

Paragraph 22.2 
amended and Parish 
Councils  
Town Councils 
Area Assembly 
Partnership Managers  
Relevant Ward 
Councillors to received 
copies of applications  

2 Cllr Jane 
Austen 

Policy should reflect community priorities 
and recognise that local knowledge can 
inform the licensing process 

The policy sets out how the Council will 
delivery its functions under the 
Licensing Act 2003. It sits alongside 
key strategic documents which reflect 
community priorities and local 
knowledge. Furthermore processes 
within the licensing regime provide 
mechanisms for the community and 
Elected Members as community 
leaders to raise objections to some 
licences under the Act.  

Paragraph 1.8 
amended 
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
3A Cllr Colin 

Barron 
7.2 Licensing Authority from time to time will 
be checking that these objectives are carried 
out 

Commitments made by applicants 
within operating schedule are an 
integral part of any licence granted and 
as such will be referred to in the event 
of any enforcement action. Failure to 
maintain these commitments without 
good reason is a serious issue which 
could infer a failure to promote one of 
the four licensing objectives.  

Paragraph 7.2 
amended.  

3B Cllr Colin 
Barron  

8.7 Dance areas being kept free from broken 
glass should form part of the list of examples  

This list has been revised to include to 
‘ensure premises remain free of broken 
glass’ 

Paragraph 8.7 
amended  

4A Town Centre 
Crime Study – 
Holden and 
McAllister – 
May 2007 

Full account should be taken of the models 
of good practice developed under Sheffield’s 
policy statement including its codes of 
practice and pool of standards document 

These documents were considered as 
part of the review process.  

Learning from these 
documents forms part 
of the overall revisions 
to the policy. 
Additionally further 
examples of best 
practice have been 
researched and this 
has also formed part of 
the overall review.   

4B Town Centre 
Crime Study – 
Holden and 
McAllister – 
May 2007 

The Evening Economy Group should play a 
key part in this review.  

The policy refresh was reported to the 
Safer Rotherham Partnership ‘Safety in 
the Night Time Economy Group’ 11th 
September 2007 

Bodies represented at 
this meeting have 
subsequently 
commented on the 
policy as outlined in this 
table of responses 
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
5A “ 26.3 it may appropriate to consider 

enforcement concordat  
The policy should refer to the Councils 
‘General Enforcement policy’ and its 
adoption of the Enforcement Concordat 

Amendments have 
been made to 
paragraph 26 and the 
‘Enforcement’ section 
of the policy 

5B Annex D  Changes to parts of this annex relating to 
ISBN numbers and revised British Standards  

Annex’s should be revised to reflect 
any necessary changes 

Annex D amended in 
line  

6A Rotherham 
Primary Care 
Trust  

14.4 Onwards – Children should be referred 
to as young people 

The licensing authority interprets 
‘children and young people’ as 
meaning persons under 18 

Paragraph 14. 
amended 

6B “ 14.16 Policy should also include illegal 
purchase of tobacco and additions made to 
annex b relating to conditions for ‘Protection 
of Children from Harm’  regarding tobacco 
sales signage and penalties 

Annex’s should be revised to reflect 
any necessary changes 

Paragraphs 14.16 to 
14.21 amended  
 
Annex A amended  
 

7 CAMRA – 
Campaign for 
Real Ale 

Policy should place emphasis on: 
- Promotion of responsible drinking 
- Challenge 21 

 

Policy should outline measures 
licensees should take to prevent 
irresponsible drinking and prevent 
underage sales 

Paragraphs 14.16 to 
14.21 and 15.1 
amended  
 

8A Rotherham 
Primary Care 
Trust – Drug 
and Alcohol 
Co-ordinator 

14.16 / 17.3 Should policy reflect that 
membership of proof of age schemes and 
licence watch are positives steps taken by 
licencee to comply  

Yes Paragraphs 7. 5 t o 7.1 
and 14.16 to 14.21 
amended  
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
8B “ Page 5 of Annex C ‘Conditions relating to 

prevention of crime and disorder’ – Drinks 
promotions – do we have a policy around 
this 

Yes. The Licensing Act provides the 
Licensing Board with the facility to 
implement necessary and 
proportionate conditions tailored to 
individual premises. Such conditions 
can be imposed to address 
irresponsible promotions where 
necessary 

No policy change 

9A South 
Yorkshire 
Police 

Major pieces of legislation relating to 
licensing matters have not been mentioned 
e.g. Alcohol Exclusion Zones, Alcohol 
Disorder Zones Drinking Banning Orders 
and any other implications of the Violent 
Crime Reduction Act 2006 
 

Amendments have been made to 
section 12 ‘other mechanisms’ and 13 
‘the prevention of public nuisance’ in 
line with the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport guidance issued 
under s.182 of the Licensing Act 2003: 
 
 

Sections 12 and 13  of 
policy amended 

9B “ Mention is made of enforcement protocols 
between Licensing and SYP and Licensing 
and SYFRS. These should be included as 
appendices in this document as 
'enforcement' only receives 4 bland 
paragraphs 
 
 

The four paragraphs referred to are in 
line with the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport guidance issued 
under s.182 of the Licensing Act 2003. 
However paragraph 26 ‘Enforcement’ 
has been amended.  
 
 

‘Enforcement’ amended 
paragraphs 26 to 26.6  

9C “ Compliance with time limits is essential e.g. 
TENs. Any received less than the required 
time limits should be rejected. If this does 
not occur the policy is placing undue 
pressure on partners/responsible authorities 
to carry out their part of the process 

In light of these comments all TENs 
received outside of the required time 
limit will be rejected from 
commencement of the revised policy.  
 
 

Paragraph 21.3 added 
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
9D “ Much of the terminology is MAY rather than 

WILL - a more positive message will be 
given by changing this type of phraseology 
throughout the document 
 
 

Whilst the sentiment of this comment is 
valued it is necessary to consider the 
policy serves to act as a guide and 
therefore seeks to remain objective. 
The use of the word ‘may’ provides 
flexibility to act or to not act.  The use 
of the word ‘will’ could be construed as 
pre-judgement on any case and 
therefore negatively impact on the 
success of any enforcement action, 
particularly the licence review process 
or the implementation of conditions.  
Additionally the original draft of the 
policy was in line with the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport guidance 
issued under s.182 of the Licensing Act 
2003 which clearly indicates each case 
has to be judged on its merits 

No policy change 

9E “ A general comment could be made that 
states that any conditions imposed on a 
licence etc will be clearly and simply stated 
and will seek to ensure promotion of the 4 
licensing Objectives. Any conditions offered 
under the 4 licensing objectives on the 
operating schedule should be transferred on 
to the premises licence as clearly 
understood conditions. 
 
 

This comment is noted. It is recognised 
that the operating schedules 
demonstrate commitment to delivery of 
the 4 licensing objectives and such 
commitments are an integral part of 
any licence issued. Therefore failure to 
maintain such commitment is likely to 
result in substantial evidence of failure 
to promote one of the four licensing 
objectives. This provides the 
responsible authorities or any 
interested party with the opportunity to 
utilise the review process.  

No policy change 
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
9F “ Licensing Hours - there could be a 

statement regarding how closing times of 
premises may be agreed to prevent crime 
and disorder and link with transport 
requirements (e.g. taxis) 
 
  
 

The Licensing Act 2003 sets out clearly 
the process for determining conditions 
for premises licences. The 
determination of hours as a condition 
can only be used when there is 
substantial evidence of a failure to 
promote one of the four licensing 
objectives. Therefore it is not proposed 
to amend the policy.  
 
The process of representations does 
provide the Police with an opportunity 
to raise concerns regarding hours of 
opening. These concerns can be 
discussed with the applicant prior to 
determination of the application in 
order to achieve agreement on hours 
of opening. Additionally in the absence 
of any agreement the police can relay 
their representations directly to the 
licensing committee who will consider 
these and any other representations 
when determining the application.   

No policy change 

9G “ Does the policy need to make any reference 
to such issues as Education, Training, 
Marketing? 
 
 

The policy serves as a guide to all 
parties involved in activities covered by 
the Licensing Act 2003. Whilst there is 
not direct requirement to refer to 
‘education, training and marketing’ 
these issues are picked up under the 
relevant sections in the policy. 

No policy change 
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Response 
reference 

Respondent Paragraph and comments Appraisal Response 
9H “ Para 27.2 suggests that RMBC could 

approve their own activities that may impact 
on others e.g. events in All Saints Square 
without any reference to other partners esp 
SYP. There needs to be some agreement 
for prior consultation. 
 
 

In instances that the Councils applies 
for premises licences in its own name 
the Police, as a responsible authority 
will obtain a copy of this application. 
This provides then with an opportunity 
to comment.  
 
In instances were a licence is already 
in place it is recognised that it is good 
practice to liaise with the Police when 
particular events are proposed. This 
issue is noted and when such events 
are proposed it is intended to make 
necessary partners aware.  

No policy change 

9I “ Correspondence to the Licensing Officer, 
South Yorkshire Police, Rotherham District 
HQ, Main St, Rotherham S60 1QY 

Changes required to ensure correct 
information 

Policy amended 

 
 


